
St. Mary’s Church & Shrine of Our Lady of Fatima 

18230 Barnesville Road • P.O. Box 67 • Barnesville, MD 20838 

Rectory: 301.972.8660 • Rel. Ed.: 301.972.8576 • Email: stmarysb@yahoo.com 

Mary of Nazareth School: 301.869.0940

www.stmaryonline.com 

We welcome you to our historic parish family. 

Since 1741 believers such as yourself have built a spirit-

filled, Catholic faith community here in Barnesville. 

We are privileged to have you join us in our mission to 

share God’s blessings. 

September 15, 2019 

24th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 
Rev. Kevin P. O’Reilly, Pastor 
David Cahoon, Deacon 
Elizabeth Smith, Dir. of Rel. Ed. 
Leslie Poe, Adm. Asst. Rel. Ed. 
Diane Yendrey, Dir. of Music 
Kimball Carpentier, Organist 
Bill Lynch, Pavilion Manager 
Brenda Evans, Secretary 
Denise Crawford, Secretary                
Terry Crawford, Sodality 
Steve Corbeille, Holy Name 
James Abernethy, Knights of Columbus 

Daily Mass: Monday - Friday: 9am 
Sunday Mass: Saturday Vigil 5pm, Sunday: 8, 9:30, 11am 

First Friday: Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, 9:30am to Noon 
First Saturday: Rosary & Our Lady of Fatima Devotions, follow 9am Mass 

Confession: Saturday at 4:15 pm and by request 
Baptism: by appointment 

Wedding: by appointment at least 6 months after initial contact 
Rel. Ed.: Wednesdays Fall to Spring: K-5, 4-5:15pm; 6-8, 7:30-8:30pm  

H. S. Youth Group:  Wednesdays 7 - 8:30pm 
School: Mary of Nazareth in Darnestown, grades PreK-8 

 

In Celebration of Fr. O’Grady 

  Father John (Frank) O’Grady was ordained on June 7, 1969 at the Cathedral of the Assumption in Thurles, Ireland. In 1978 
he came to the Diocese of Paterson, NJ where he served two parishes. He joined the U.S. Army Reserve in 1987, and came 

on active duty in 1994.    

  U.S. Army Chaplain Lieutenant Colonel John (Frank) O’Grady retired from active duty for the first time in October 2013. He 
is a recipient of the Army Commendation Medal for Exemplary Ministry after the 9/11 attack on the Pentagon, and the Legion 
of Merit. In February 2014, Fr. O’Grady was recalled to active duty, as one of six “Retiree-Recall” priests in the U.S. Army. He 

finally retired from the Army in January 2018. 

  St. Mary’s was proud to claim Fr. O’Grady as one of our visiting priests in October 2012. In 2017, he was selected as a Fi-
nalist for the 2017 Lumen Christi Award, for his “exceptional pastoral care for wounded and ill U.S. servicemen and women 

and their families”. (Archbishop Timothy P. Broglio of the U.S. Archdiocese for the Military Services.) 

  When asked about his visiting priesthood at St. Mary’s, Father O’Grady said he is grateful to have a good experience of 
parish ministry once again. About St. Mary’s, he says he “Appreciates the warm community, good sense of  cooperation 

among volunteers, good relations with the church, and a lot of very deep faith.  



Dear Parishioners, 

  When he inaugurated the Year of Mercy, Pope Francis said, “We want to live 
this Jubilee Year in light of the Lord’s words, Merciful like the Father” (Misericordiae 
Vultus #13). In his Gospel, the Lucan Jesus made a similar plea: “Be merciful just as 
your Father is merciful” (Luke 6:36). Throughout the remainder of his Gospel, Luke 
developed this concept and challenged all would-be disciples to put it into practice. That 
same motif of mercy is reflected in each of the sacred texts for today.                                                      
 In the Exodus text, we are purportedly taken back to that time when Israel 
traveled the desert en route to the land of God’s promise. There is no denying that the 
sin of worshiping the molten calf was a grave one. But, as grave as it was, God’s mercy 
for the Israelites was far greater. God forgave them and reconciled with them because it 
is in God’s very nature to do so. “The mercy of God is not an abstract idea, but a 
concrete reality with which he reveals his love as of that of a father or a mother, moved 
to the very depths out of love for their child. It is hardly an exaggeration to say that this is 
a ‘visceral’ love. It gushes forth from the depths naturally, full of tenderness and 
compassion, indulgence and mercy” (Misericordiae Vultus #6). This same mercy and 
visceral love is extended to each of us sinners, offering us hope because God’s grace 
and mercy are far greater than any sin, even the gravest of sins.                                                                    
 Paul understood that he also had been a recipient of God’s visceral love and 
mercy. In today’s second reading, we are privileged to read over Timothy’s shoulder as 
Paul recounts to his young protégé the story of his conversion. Once a persecutor of the 
followers of Jesus, Paul insisted that his metanoia or radical change of mind and heart 
and lifestyle was due to God’s grace and mercy. Paul’s story invites each of us to reflect 
on our own so as to discern the hand and the heart of God and be grateful for God’s 
mercy.                                                                                                                                 
 Today’s uniquely Lucan Gospel — with its narrative of three lost entities, a 
sheep, a coin and a son — builds to an emotional and dramatic climax. With each lost-
and-found experience, this parable builds, drawing us in until we are led to realize that 
we are the lost son, and the loving and merciful Father eagerly awaits our return.          
 We all lose things, and we know the sense of joy and relief that comes with 
finding them. However, it is one thing to lose a coin or even a sheep, and quite another 
to lose a son or a daughter, or even two sons, as the parable suggests. Not only did the 
younger son abandon his father, but the older son appeared on the verge of taking his 
leave as well. We are not told the rest of the story. Nevertheless, we may find ourselves 
hoping that the older son followed the younger son’s example, returned to his father and 
was reconciled.                                                                                                         
 Interspersed throughout the parable are references to rejoicing and to the fact 
that all in heaven celebrate when sinners who were lost are found; those who were dead 
in sin, through God’s loving mercy, have come to life again. Initially, the reactions of the 
shepherd and the woman who lost a coin may seem exaggerated. Jesuit author 
Brendan Byrne would have us understand that the “over the top” reactions of the 
shepherd, the woman and the forgiving father are intended to assure sinners that God is 
“crazy in love over each individual human being and rejoices exuberantly over finding 
one that had been lost” (The Hospitality of God, The Liturgical Press, Collegeville, Minn.: 
2000).                                                                                                                                     
 The older brother in the parable, in his resistance to his father’s joy and in his 
resentment regarding his prodigal brother’s reinstatement, may have evoked certain 
sympathy from the Pharisees and scribes who were in the crowd. Their argument, after 
all, was a reasonable one. Why should an errant son who demanded his birthright and 
then squandered it on a life of dissipation be welcomed home and celebrated once 
again as a beloved son? Why? Because our God, who is crazy in love with us, is 
extravagantly merciful … because our God is irrationally forgiving. Can you accept this 
God? Or will you refuse such a love and find yourself on the outside looking in while 

forgiven sinners revel in God’s mercy?     

   Peace,    Fr. Kevin 

Please Pray For…..   , 

Frank & Louise Austin, Christo-
pher Barlow, Lori Bauer, Jim 
Bowie, Fred Brashears, Herbert 

Brown, Reese Burdette, Linda Burke, 
Maddie Cabatic, Norma Camp, Ada Can-
dor,  Aaron Cantler, Eric Carpentier, Joe 
& Pat Chmelik, Dot Crawford, John 
Curry,  Dana DeLauter, Michael Dillon, 
Kevin Dorsey, Julian Douchard, Bro. 
Edwin Dupre, Dennis Edward, Jo Evans, 
Susan Ferrara, Sandy Flynn, Fr. Rich 
Gancayco,  Martha Anne Gehring, Ron 
Gorbe, Kate Gowans, Mary Lillian Hewitt, 
Billy Hewitt, Marie Horton, Jean Hyatt, 
Nancy Johnson, Michael Kelley, Brittany, 
Joe & Ava Marie Koelie, Jeffrey Krohn, 
Jr.,  John Kutzi, Ryma Lacks, Carol Law-
son, Bernice Lewandowski, David Liska 
Sr., Mary White Lok, Colleen Loss, Diane 
Lynch, Carolann Mannix, Anna Lozada 
Martinez, Anna Rita McGlynn, Joy McIn-
tyre, Theresa Morace, Anthony Murdock, 
Bea Nastacio, Christine O’Connell, Den-
nis O’Fallan, Patrick Ambrose O’Grady, 
Maggie Poole, Frank Pena, Lauren 
Prete, Trevor Pu, Brooke Randle,  Den-
nis Regii, Susan Reid, Elizabeth Ren-
ninger, Everly Reed Rice, Andrea Rivas, 
Salvatore Romano, Misty Runyon,  
Lucille Schultz, Lin Selby, Teresa 
Silverman,  Nancy Slattery, Angela 
Smith, Jerry Stafford, Dave Staten, Hai 
Tran, Jean Trotter, Steve Utrecht, Rich 
Volpe, Darlene Watson, Michael Zahn. 

Please Pray for Our Military Family & 
Friends…  Richard Alford, Michael Bres-
lin, Alex & Maxwell Chmelik, Lucas Con-
way, Dennis Davio,  Adam Fitterer, 
Chase Garrett, David Gilliam, Erich 
Lloyd,  Joshua & Noah Miller, Brian 
Nazarian, Elvin Rivera, Mark Russell, 
Kyle Twitchell, Michael Weigand. 

WEEK-at-a-GLANCE                                                      

Sun., 15 11 am - Outdoor Mass & Picnic 

Tue., 17   9 am - Exercise                       
   10 am - Bible Study               

Wed., 18  4:00 pm-Religious Ed. Grs.K-5                               
  7:30 pm - Religious Ed. Grs.6-8                    
  7:30 pm - Confirmation Parent 
   Meeting 

Thu., 19 9 am - Exercise                             
7:30 pm - Choir Rehearsal 

Sat.., 21 4:15 pm - Confession                             
5:00 pm - Mass 



RCIA - Interested in Becoming 
Catholic? Or do you wish you knew 
more about the Catholic faith?  Our 
RCIA will begin shortly.  We warmly 
welcome those who are seeking to 
know more about the Catholic faith.  
Please speak with Fr. Kevin or Dea-
con Dave for more information. 

 

Vigil Mass to observe Domestic 
Violence Awareness Month will 
be Saturday, October 5 at 5:15 pm at 
the Basilica of the National Shrine of 
the Immaculate Conception in Wash-
ington, D.C. All are welcome. 

 

Prayer hotline If you or someone 
you know is in need of prayer our par-
ish has a text prayer group sponsored 
by the Sodality. Please text your 
prayer needs to Susan at 301-525-
1555 for inclusion. If you would like to 
join the text prayer group, please let 
Susan know. 

 

It’s not too late to Register for 
our School of Religion. Classes 
began last Wednesday, September 
11 for Grades K – 8. We are blessed 
to have catechists for all grades. It is 
never too late to register your chil-
dren. Our high school program will 
begin on September 25. Please con-
tact Liz Smith, with any questions at 
301-972-8576 or 301-651-3353. 

 

Men’s Discernment Mass & Din-
ner On Sunday, October 6, the office 
of Priest Vocations will hold a Men’s 
Discernment Mass on St. Peter’s on 
Capitol Hill. Archbishop Gregory will 
celebrate the mass at 3:00 pm fol-
lowed by dinner and a discussion of 
the priesthood with priests, seminari-
ans, and other men from the D.C. 
area. Men must register to attend at 
www.DCpriest.org. Please call the 
office of Priest Vocations at 202-636-
9020 or email Fr. Mark Ivany at voca-
tions@adw.org with any questions. 

 

WORSHIP 
 

 “What man among you have 
a hundred sheep and loosing 
one of them would not leave 
the ninety-nine in the desert 
and go after the lost one until 

he finds it?” 

  Luke 15: 4       

 

Mass Intentions 

Sat., 14      5 pm - Ernest Cooper                                      
Sun., 15     8 am - Joanne Howard                         
    11 am - Fr. O’Grady (L)                    
Mon., 16   9 am - Fr. Maury O’Connell                                                                   
Tue., 17    9 am -  Bruce Breeden (L)                                       
Wed.,18    9 am -  Joan O’Reilly                                                                    
Thu., 19    9 am -  Eucharistic Service                                 
Fri., 20     9 am - Clara Dupre                                                                                             

 

 

 

 

 

Music Inquiries: Whether student 
or adult singer, cantor, or instrumen-
talist, our goal in music ministry is to 
utilize all willing and available skills to 
help our congregation to sing. We are 
a singing parish! Cantors and Instru-
mentalists—please contact our direc-
tor of music to discuss where we can 

use your skills.  
 

St. Mary Church Choir: sings for the 
9:30 AM Mass from September to Feast 
of Corpus Christi; including Christmas 
Evening Prelude Concert and Mass, litur-
gies of the Easter Triduum, and other 
parish celebrations. Repertoire includes 
a broad range of styles and excellence in 
Catholic music, historic and contempo-
rary. Time: Sundays 9am warm-up. Mass 
at 9:30am. Rehearsal Thursdays 7:30pm
-9:00pm. Young adults to seniors, begin-
ning to experienced singers needed for 
SATB choir that prays well and sings 

with great heart and mind and voice. 
 

St. Mary High School & College 
Contemporary Ensemble: sings for 
the 11am Mass from Labor Day to June, 
on the first Sunday of each month. Addi-
tionally this student vocal and instrumen-
tal ensemble plays a half hour Christmas 
Eve Prelude and Religious Ed Church 
Pageant Mass. Time: First Sunday of the 
month 10:30am warm-up. Mass at 
11:00am. Rehearsal last Sunday of the 
month 1:30pm-2: 45pm.   High school 
and college students are encouraged to 
check out this growing and successful 

group of musicians and singers! 
 

Saint Mary Choristers: Students in 
grades 1-6 sing for the 11am Mass twice 
a month from October to Pentecost, in-
cluding Easter Sunday.  First rehearsal is 
September 22 @ Noon in the Parish 
House.  Rehearsals are Sundays @ 
12pm-appr.12:45pm. If your family is 
able to attend the 11 AM Mass, this is a 
great choice for your elementary school 
student who loves to sing! Contact Diane 
Y e n d r e y  f o r  m o r e  i n f o rm a -
tion: dyendrey98@gmail.com or call 

301.529.3070. 

 

In Remembrance 

Joanne Howard 

who was buried  

on September 9 

 

and 

Peter Davio 

Husband of Francine 

who was buried on September 12 

 

May their souls and the souls of all the                                

         faithful departed, rest in peace. 
  

 

Confirmation Parent Meeting Par-
ents of students in our final year of prepa-
ration for Confirmation are reminded of a 
meeting for them and the candidate this 
Wednesday, September 18 at 7:30 pm in 
the Fr. Reid Pavilion. 

 

 

mailto:dyendrey98@gmail.com

