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August 13, 2017  
19th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 
Rev. Kevin P. O’Reilly, Pastor 
David Cahoon, Deacon 
Elizabeth Smith, Dir. of Rel. Ed. 
Leslie Poe, Adm. Asst. Rel. Ed. 
Diane Yendrey, Dir. of Music 
Kimball Carpentier, Organist 
Bill Lynch, Pavilion Manager 
Brenda Evans, Secretary 
Diane Lynch, Secretary 
Becky Chmelik, Sodality 
Steve Corbeille, Holy Name 
Steve Waechter, Knights of Columbus  

Daily Mass: Monday - Friday: 9am 
Sunday Mass: Saturday Vigil 5pm, Sunday: 8, 9:30, 11am 

First Friday: Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, 9:30am to Noon 
First Saturday: Rosary & Our Lady of Fatima Devotions, follow 9am Mass 

Confession: Saturday at 4:00 pm and by request 
Baptism: by appointment 

Wedding: by appointment at least 6 months after initial contact 
Rel. Ed.: Wednesdays Fall to Spring: K-5, 4-5:15pm; 6-8, 7:30-8:30pm  

H. S. Youth Group  Wednesdays 7 - 8:30pm 
School: Mary of Nazareth in Darnestown, grades PreK-8 

Ham & Turkey Dinner: Saturday, October 28 

Applications for our School of Religion are in the vestibule of the church and will be 
available online. Please complete your child’s application for this year’s program as soon as 
possible.  Classes will begin on September 13, 2017 for Grades K – 8.  

If your child attends Parochial School or is Home Schooled and receiving First Holy Commun-
ion or Confirmation, please complete an application. You need only pay the sacrament fee 
and not the tuition. We need to be aware that your child is preparing for a sacrament. 

Our parish wishes to invite you to explore our faith formation ministry. Sharing our faith with 
the children of St. Mary’s is a beautiful and rewarding experience.  We are looking for Teacher 
Assistants in grades 3 and 4. We are also looking for Co-teachers in grades 6,7, and 8. We 

presently have experienced staff in those grades, but support is always helpful.  No experience is necessary, just a love of 
God and a desire to share. 

We pray that the Holy Spirit will inspire you to join this ministry in the fall. Please contact Liz Smith, Director of Religious 
Education, with any questions at 301-972-8576 or 301-651-3353.  
 

RCIA - Interested in Becoming Catholic? Or do you wish you knew more about the Catholic faith?  Our Rite of 
Christian Initiation will begin shortly.  We warmly welcome those who are seeking to know more about the Catholic faith.  
Please speak with Fr. Kevin or Deacon Dave for more information. 

We welcome you to our historic parish family. 

Since 1741 believers such as yourself have built a spirit-

filled, Catholic faith community here in Barnesville. 

We are privileged to have you join us in our mission to 

share God’s blessings. 



Dear Parishioners, 
Was it part of a plan? Jesus had ordered the disciples to head out right away 

on the boat, while he went to the mountain to pray. Why worry? The group 
included some professional fishermen; what could go wrong? Did he have any 
idea that there was a gale in the offing? Carpenters weren’t famous for their 
nautical knowledge. So, Jesus went off to pray.  

While he was at prayer, the storm went to sea and Jesus knew how that 
tended to terrify his group of followers. When he thought about his frightened 
friends, what did he do? He headed out to help them the only way he could. 
Now, as if the storm weren’t enough to overwhelm them, they saw him actually 
walking on the waves. Of course, they thought he was a ghost! There was no 
other sensible explanation.  

As usual, only more so, the disciples didn’t recognize Jesus for who he was: 
healer, bread-maker, lawbreaker, apparition … none of the above, some of 
them all. Neither the disciples nor the religious leaders had the categories from 
which to understand him. All he could do for them was shout out “Take 
courage, it is I.” His greeting said “I’m here for you.”  

This took place long before the Transfiguration. It was probably the first 
spectacular manifestation of Jesus as more than just one of the guys or rabbis. 
His sudden appearance right at the time of their greatest need was a prayer 
answered. It might have seemed as if the script came straight from the psalms 
that use drowning as the symbol for our need of God. The scene has overtones 
of the kind of appearances of God we hear about in Scripture: “Through the sea 
was your way. Your path, through the mighty waters” (Psalm 77:20) and “He 
alone … treads upon the back of the sea” (Job 9:8). At some point the disciples 
began to get the idea that Jesus had come as God for them.  

So how did Peter respond? “If it’s you, let me do it too!” For a very brief 
instant he understood two dimensions of Jesus’ mission. In one lightening flash 
of insight, he realized that in all his greatness Jesus not only came from God, 
but also revealed humanity’s potential. Jesus hadn’t come to dazzle them, but 
to teach them that trusting in God would carry them where they never dreamed 
they could go.  

When Jesus said “Come,” Peter took the invitation and did the impossible. 
Momentarily, he overcame his fear and his sure knowledge of how everything 
works. To the astonishment of his companions, and probably even himself, he 
went overboard. This was his second step in discipleship, a continuance of 
what he started the day that he left his own boat on the beach to walk with 
Jesus through the land.  

But nobody becomes a saint — or even a disciple — with just one step. Too 
soon, Peter reasoned that he couldn’t do it. Nobody can walk on water — 
especially with such a headwind! Practicality took its toll and Peter began to 
sink. Suddenly, he was back to shouting with his psalm-singing ancestors “Lord 
save me!” 

Jesus, taking hold of him, was likely thinking: “Why did you waver?” Peter 
had taken his second step, but he couldn’t quite hold to it. He had just seen 
thousands eat their fill from a little store of bread. He had just seen Jesus 
advance calmly over the chaos of gale and surf. But, only for the briefest of 
moments did he believe in Jesus more than in gravity.  

Jesus got Peter safely back on board and didn’t start tutoring him in treading 
on water. Jesus never again invited him to embark on the sea without a boat. 
Not literally. But, Jesus’ call to give witness to his faith didn’t end with the 
calming of the winds.               (continues on page 3) 

Please Pray For…   
Frank & Louise Aus-
tin, Christopher Bar-
low, Lori Bauer, 
Robert Baumler, Sally 
Benson, Pattie Bittner, 
Jim Bowie, John  
Buck ley ,  Re ese 
Burdette, Linda Burke, 
Ada Candor,  Brian 

Carnahan, Gloria Carrico, Donna Cart-
wright, John Curry, A. & V. D’Amore, 
Nancy Daughtry, Dana DeLauter, Kevin 
Dorsey, Bro. Edwin Dupre, Gary Evans,  
Martha Anne Gehring, Kate Gowans, 
Marie Horton, Doris Jeffers, Steve Jones, 
Michael Kelley, Jeffrey Krohn, Jr.,  John 
Kutz i ,  J im Lamber t ,  Bern ice 
Lewandowski, David Liska Sr., Mary 
White Lok, Colleen Loss, Carolann Man-
nix, Joy McIntyre, Gary Mann, Gaile 
McBride,  Bea Nastacio, Dennis O’Fal-
lan, Joseph Parascondola, Mary Whelan 
Porter, Stephen Preffitt, Lauren Prete, 
Trevor Pu, Brooke Randle, Rex Reed, 
Susan Reid, Elizabeth Renninger, Everly 
Reed Rice, Andrea Rivas, Salvatore 
Romano,  Mary Kate Schneider, Lucille 
Schultz, Teresa Silverman, Jim Slagle, 
Nancy Slattery, Angela Smith, Mary Lou 
Smith, Jerry Stafford, Mike Sutherland,  
Hai Tran, Jean Trotter, Rich Volpe, Dar-
lene Watson, Wilbur Watkins, Gertrude 
White, Donald Williams, Michael Yin, 
Michael Zahn. 

Please Pray for Our Military Family & 
Friends…  Michael Breslin, Alex & Max-
well Chmelik, Lucas Conway, Dennis 
Davio,  Chase Garrett, David Gilliam, 
Erich Lloyd,  Joshua & Noah Miller, Brian 
Nazarian, Elvin Rivera, Mark Russell, 
Kyle Twitchell, Michael Weigand. 

WEEK-at-a-GLANCE                    
                                                                    

Sun., 13 10 am - 4 pm - Retreat 

Tue., 15 9 am - Exercise                           

Thu., 17 9 am - Exercise                                 

Sat., 19  4 pm - Confession                         
5 pm - Mass 

  



The Feast of the 
Assumption of 
Mary is this Tues-
day, August 15, a 
Holy Day of Obliga-
tion. We will have 
Mass at 9 am & 7:30 
pm. 

 

Music Ministry When We Sing: we 
communicate, awaken the Spirit in 
one another, and find joy in relation-
ship with God. St. Mary’s is a singing 
parish! We are led at the 9:30 am 
Mass, by the Adult Choir (ages 17 
and up). Rehearsals start on Thurs-
day, Sept. 7th at 7:30 pm in the choir 
loft. Seats in every section are open! 
Contact Diane Yendrey, Director of 
Music and Liturgy for more informa-
tion: dyendrey98@gmail.com 

Be the Song: High School Contempo-
rary Ensemble leads the first Sunday 
of the month at the 11 am Mass start-
ing this Labor Day weekend. Band 
instrumentalists, singers, and poten-
tial new members - contact Mrs. Yen-
drey now for rehearsal information at 
dyendrey98@gmail.com 

Orchestral instrumentalists, especially 
students: you have a home in the 
choir loft, too. If you play at late begin-
ner to early intermediate level or 
higher, and are able to read music, 
please consider offering your talents 
to our parish for an occasional mass 
during the year. I hope to hear from 
you soon! More information, dyen-
drey98@gmail.com 

Rising 3rd to 5th graders: Let’s start a 
new choir group this year! (all the oth-
ers have grown up.) Updated start 
date is Sept. 17 & 24 after 11 am 
Mass, in the first floor of the parish 
house. This program for Choristers 
has been well-established for the 11 
am mass, and I encourage families to 
try it out for a year. It’s amazing what 
we can accomplish in the mass, in the 
music, and in the faith lives of our 
young people!  

 

WORSHIP 
 
 

“O you of little faith, why 
did you doubt”  

 
 

- Matthew 14:31 
 

 
Mass Intentions 

Sat., 12    5 pm - Harry Ganjian 
Sun., 13 8 am - Harry Ganjian                      
 9:30 am - Sodalists 
 11 am - Parishioners 
Mon., 14 9 am - Eucharistic Service               
Tue., 15 Feast of the Assumption  
 9 am - Jim Suit                                   
 7:30 pm - Parishioners                                 
Wed., 16 9 am - Eucharistic Service      
Thu., 17 9 am - Eucharistic Service 
Fri., 18 9 am - Eucharistic Service 
                               
 

The County Fair is coming to the 
fairgrounds in Gaithersburg. Some of 
our parish families will be heavily in-
volved with their livestock and pro-
duce and more.  Please pray for their 
success and the safety of all those 
involved in the fair. 

(continued from page 2) 
Our world is in desperate need of wit-

nesses to the possibility of living Gospel 
values. Much of our world is drowning in 
overconsumption and media distraction. 
Our brothers and sisters are perishing 
from irrational violence and intolerable 
poverty, all in the shadow of scandalous 
wealth. Too many human beings, each 
of whom has a name and face cherished 
by God, languish on the margins of a 
busy world without anyone to gaze on 
them with the tenderness that alleviates 
loneliness, even if it cannot cure their ills 
or relieve the pains of aging.  

We aren’t being asked to walk on wa-
ter, but to act like we believe that God’s 
love for us and in us is more powerful 
than chaos, evil and apathy. The Gospel 
challenges us to take on the storms of 
our day with a love and hope that will risk 
going overboard. The headwinds are 
fierce, but the force of God’s Spirit is 
greater still.  

   Fr. Kevin 

Outdoor Mass & Pot Luck 

St. Mary’s Parishioners and their 
families and friends are invited to join 
together for an outdoor Mass on 
Sunday, September 10, at 11 am.  
Bring your lawn chairs or blankets for 
the Mass.  We will celebrate Cate-
chetical Sunday and remember 9/11.  
Please bring 8-10 servings of YOUR 
FAVORITE DISH to share with your 
fellow parishioners.  Meats, drinks 
and paper goods will be provided.  
There will be live music and fun for 
all.  And it wouldn’t be complete with-
out the moon bounce and games for 
all to enjoy! The only Masses that 
weekend will be at 5 pm Saturday 
and 8 am & 11 am Sunday. 

Welcome 

to 

Aurelie Dirani Tueni 

Katelin Marie Fluke 

Maximus Bao Pena 

And 

Camryn Thu Cha 

All welcomed in our church last 

weekend in the  

Sacrament of Baptism 


