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We welcome you to our historic parish family. 

Since 1741 believers such as yourself have built a spirit-

filled, Catholic faith community here in Barnesville. 

We are privileged to have you join us in our mission to 

share God’s blessings. 

June 24, 2018 

Nativity of St. John the Baptist 

 
Rev. Kevin P. O’Reilly, Pastor 
David Cahoon, Deacon 
Elizabeth Smith, Dir. of Rel. Ed. 
Leslie Poe, Adm. Asst. Rel. Ed. 
Diane Yendrey, Dir. of Music 
Kimball Carpentier, Organist 
Bill Lynch, Pavilion Manager 
Brenda Evans, Secretary 
Denise Crawford, Secretary               
Diane Lynch, Bookkeeper  
Becky Chmelik, Sodality 
Steve Corbeille, Holy Name 
Steve Waechter, Knights of Columbus 

Daily Mass: Monday - Friday: 9am 
Sunday Mass: Saturday Vigil 5pm, Sunday: 8, 9:30, 11am 

First Friday: Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, 9:30am to Noon 
First Saturday: Rosary & Our Lady of Fatima Devotions, follow 9am Mass 

Confession: Saturday at 4:15 pm and by request 
Baptism: by appointment 

Wedding: by appointment at least 6 months after initial contact 
Rel. Ed.: Wednesdays Fall to Spring: K-5, 4-5:15pm; 6-8, 7:30-8:30pm  

H. S. Youth Group  Wednesdays 7 - 8:30pm 
School: Mary of Nazareth in Darnestown, grades PreK-8 

143rd Annual Chicken Dinner -July 28, 2018 

Dear  Parishioners, 

   Some years ago, artist and St. Joseph Sr. Marian Cowan created a small sculpture of the Visitation. It depicts two pregnant 
women seated, bending toward one another, knee to knee, engrossed in each other’s gaze. Animated hand gestures hint at 
their lively conversation. Looking on in silence, a man in a tunic and yarmulke bends into the circle. Keeping his hands gently 
clasped behind him, he listens. 

  In what appears to be a variation on icons of the Trinity, this depicts Mary, Elizabeth and Zechariah at the time of Mary’s visit 
to the senior couple. The two women, one elderly and one very young, represent the sacred fertility of their times. Zachariah 
silently contemplates the mystery of new life, wondrous beyond his understanding. The three rejoice together as they trust in 
God’s incomprehensible loving plans. 

  Luke’s portrayal of the birth of John the Baptist picks up just after the time depicted by this sculpture. In today’s Gospel, 
Mary has returned home and Elizabeth has given birth to the child Christians will know as John the Baptist, the last of the an-
cient prophets and forerunner of the Messiah. 

  John is a most unusual saint. A fiery preacher who was unafraid to call soldiers and tax collectors to reform, his ministry 
came to an end because he spoke the truth about King Herod, the conniving, cowardly womanizer who exercised far more 
power than strength or conscience. 

(Continues on page 2) 



(Continued from page 1) 

  Luke’s account of John’s birth sets the stage for the novelty of the Gospel. Having 
read the whole story in Chapter 1 of Luke, we know that John came from an 
unusually blessed family. It wasn’t just that his parents were too old to have 
children, but his father, a priest, had been miraculously mute since the day an 
angel announced that John would be born. Elizabeth, his mother, herself from a 
priestly clan, became the spokesperson for the family. She not only named their 
child, but when she acknowledged Mary as the mother of the Lord, she and the 
child who leapt in her womb became the first to proclaim Jesus. Zachariah and 
Elizabeth, the new Abraham and Sarah, a silent priesthood and woman prophet, 
are signs that God’s faithfulness is fresh every day. 

  How did this beginning form John the Baptizer into the prophet he would 
become? Knowing the wondrous circumstances of his birth, people said, “Surely 
the hand of the Lord was with him” (Luke 1:66). More like his mother than his 
father, John avoided Jerusalem and the centers of power, remaining far from the 
public eye until he began his preaching career. But when he began, he did it with 
his whole heart and impeccable integrity. No threat had the power to stop him: He 
was God’s sharp sword and polished arrow. 

  In a time of mystifying change, John showed the humility and faithfulness to be 
the precursor who never knew precisely who was to come after him. He began his 
mission in an in-between time while Jesus was living in obscurity. He baptized 
Jesus — hesitantly according to Matthew. John the Evangelist even tells us that 
the Baptizer saw God’s Spirit descend on Jesus and called him the Lamb of God. 
Nevertheless, John never became Jesus’ disciple. For whatever reason, the Spirit 
did not bestow that gift of faith on him. 

  John is one of a few figures from the Christian Scriptures whom we call saints 
even though they were not followers of Jesus. John heralded wonder and mystery. 
He called his people to prepare their lives and hearts for what was to come, but he 
couldn’t proclaim a mystery that was yet to be revealed. Living a vocation that 
seemingly required more faith than Jesus ever asked of his disciples, John’s most 
powerful preaching was and still is the example of his life. Authentic to the core, 
John remained passionately dedicated to his mission even though what was to 
come was beyond his imagination. 
  Like the faithful prophet described in Isaiah’s Servant Song, though he may have 
thought he had toiled in vain, John placed his trust in the God who called him 
rather than in his own vision or understanding. John was the ideal precursor, 
faithful enough to withstand the tension of the in-between time which bridged past 
and future. 

  John may be just the saint we need for our times. While we know the Christ he 
could only hope for, we too live an in-between time. Many aspects of the modern 
world to which we have been accustomed are changing or ending. The most we 
know about the future is that we cannot imagine it. John the Baptizer was formed 
by his father, the priest who had to keep silence, and his mother, the woman who 
prophesied. Who better than John to teach us how to cultivate hope and help 
others trust in God’s unpredictable, unlimited faithfulness? 

 

          Peace,  Fr. Kevin 

 

PS: DONUTS will be next Sunday, July 1 in the Fr. Reid Pavilion. 

Please Pray For…..   Frank 
& Louise Austin, Christo-
pher Barlow, Lori Bauer, 
Robert Baumler, Pattie Bitt-
ner, Jim Bowie, Herbert 

Brown, Reese Burdette, Linda Burke, 
Maddie Cabatic, Ada Candor,  Brian 
Carnahan, Gloria Carrico, Donna Cart-
wright, Dot Crawford, John Curry, Nancy 
Daughtry, Dana DeLauter, Michael Dil-
lon, Kevin Dorsey, Bro. Edwin Dupre, 
Dennis Edward, Gary Evans,  Martha 
Anne Gehring, Kate Gowans, Mary Lillian 
Hewitt, Marie Horton, Doris Jeffers, 
Nancy Johnson, Steve Jones, Michael 
Kelley, Jeffrey Krohn, Jr.,  John Kutzi, 
Jim Lambert, Bernice Lewandowski, 
David Liska Sr., Mary White Lok, Colleen 
Loss, Carolann Mannix, Anna Lozada 
Martinez, Joy McIntyre, Gary Mann, 
Gaile McBride, Theresa Morace, Bea 
Nastacio, Kay Novotny, Christine O’Con-
nell, Dennis O’Fallan, Lauren Prete, 
Trevor Pu, Brooke Randle, Rex Reed, 
Susan Reid, Elizabeth Renninger, Everly 
Reed Rice, Andrea Rivas, Salvatore 
Romano, Beaumont Ross, Misty Runyon,  
Lucille Schultz, Lin Selby, Teresa 
Silverman, Jim Slagle, Nancy Slattery, 
Angela Smith, Mary Lou Smith, Kyra 
Sosna, Jerry Stafford, Hai Tran, Jean 
Trotter, Mary Kate Truesdale, Rich 
Volpe, Darlene Watson, Wilbur Watkins, 
Sue Wells, Michael Zahn. 
 

Please Pray for Our Military Family & 
Friends…  Michael Breslin, Alex & Max-
well Chmelik, Lucas Conway, Dennis 
Davio,  Adam Fitterer, Chase Garrett, 
David Gilliam, Erich Lloyd,  Joshua & 
Noah Miller, Brian Nazarian, Elvin 
Rivera, Mark Russell, Kyle Twitchell, 
Michael Weigand. 

 WEEK-at-a-GLANCE 

 

Mon., 25  7 pm - Lions Club 

Tue., 26  9 am - Exercise Class                                                                                                                                            

Thu., 28  9 am - Exercise Class                                  

 Sat., 30   4:15 pm - Confession   

Sun., 1   Donuts                                   



Vacation Bible 
School: Is July 9 - 
13. The theme is 
“Rise Up - Called in 
Your Dreams”. This 
is always an excit-
ing week of fun-
filled prayer experi-

ences. God called many famous peo-
ple in the Bible through their dreams.  
He continues to call us today.  Sign-
ups were due by last Sunday, June 
16 in order to guarantee a deco-
rated T-Shirt. Adults (Virtus trained) 
and young people willing to help 
should contact Brenda Murtha at 
breezegs@verizon.net. 

 

Spring Cleaning? White Ele-
phant time is upon us.  The Chicken 
Dinner will be here before we know it.  
Please place your slightly used items 
in the storage room under the sun 
room.  Please donate items that you 
would want to buy if you needed 
them. We always need decent dona-
tions. No clothing, or electronics 
please. 

 

Chicken Dinner, Saturday, July 
28, 2018 Pat Rosser will be  accept-
ing your donations to help defray the 
cost of our dinner next weekend. 

WORSHIP 
 
 

“What, then, will this 
child be?” 

 - Luke 1:66 
 
 

 
Mass Intentions 

 

Sat., 23       5 pm - Diaz Family                            

Sun., 24      8 am - Parishioners                         
        9:30 am – Jack Leach                  
       11 am - Fr. Arnold DePorter                     
Mon., 25    9 am - Walter Stoner                   
Tue., 26     9 am - Carol Breeden (L)              
Wed., 27    9 am - Gertrude White      
Thu.,28    9 am - Eucharistic Service               
Fri., 29    9 am - Edwin Stengard                 

 

 
Scripture Readings for the  

Week of June 25 
Mon., 25     2 Kgs 17:5-15a, 18; Mt 7:1-5       
Tues.,26     2 Kgs 19:9b-36; Mt 7:6, 12-14         
Wed., 27     2 Kgs 22:8-13;  Mt 7:15-20                        
Thu., 28      2 Kgs 24:8-17; Mt 7:21-29                
       St. Irenaeus, Martyr                              
Fri., 29        Acts 12:1-11; Mt 16:13-19                  
      Sts. Peter & Paul, Apostles        
Sat., 30       Lam 2:2, 10-19; Mt 8:5-17  

All are invited His Eminence Don-
ald Cardinal Wuerl cordially invites 
the faithful of the Archdiocese of 
Washington to attend the Episcopal 
Ordination of Most Reverend Michael 
W. Fisher, as Auxiliary Bishop of 
Washington, on Friday, June 29, 
2018 at 2 PM at the Basilica of the 
National Shrine of the Immaculate 
Conception.  A reception will follow 
immediately after at the Basilica.  
 
Quo Vadis Camp- The Office of 
Priest Vocation’s annual Quo Vadis 
Camp for high school-aged young 
men will be held at Mount Saint 
Mary’s Seminary July 15-18, 2018. 
For four days, high school aged 
young men who are mature and de-
sire to grow in holiness will have an 
opportunity for Mass, prayer, and Eu-
charistic adoration, as well time for 
recreation, sports, and fraternity. Bus 
transportation is available. More infor-
mation is available and registration is 
open at www.DCpriest.org! Please 
contact the Office of Priest Vocations 
(vocations@adw.org or 202-636-
9020) with any questions.  
 
Pastoral Letters Both Cardinal 
Wuerl and Pope Francis have re-
cently published a Pastoral Letter and 
an Encyclical.  Copies of the Cardi-
nal’s Pastoral Plan to Implement 
Amoris Laetitia are in the back of 
church.  
Pope Francis’ encyclical Gaudete et 
Exsultate is available on line if you 
Google it.  Reflection journals and 
study guides are available in the back 
of church as well for you to use in 
your home study. 
 
Chicken Dinner Sign up’s begin 
today after mass. Get your favorite 
spot or pick a new one. We need the 
support of all of us to make our 143rd 
Annual Chicken Dinner a success. 
The dinner is coming up fast on July 
28, 2018.  

Second Collection today is for our Holy 
Father and his charitable works around 
the world. This collection was formerly 
know as Peter’s Pence. 

 

Crafts Wanted Before you know it the 
Chicken Dinner will be here.  Please 
consider making or donating crafts for 
the craft table.  New ideas and neat 
things are always welcome.  Wooden 
crafts, candles, soap, summer decora-
tions, baby blankets and baby items, are 
some ideas.  Maybe you have some new 
ones.  For more information contact Joy 
McCartin at joymccartin@comcast.net. 

 
Summer Food 
D r i v e  N o n -
perishable groceries 
are needed for chil-
dren in D.C. Please 
bring bags of food to 
donate to church  

today by Noon. The food is to help 
Catholic agencies feed the District’s 
children who are normally fed at 
school during the school year. God 
bless you for your generosity.  


