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May 28, 2017  
Feast of the Ascension 

 
Rev. Kevin P. O’Reilly, Pastor 
David Cahoon, Deacon 
Elizabeth Smith, Dir. of Rel. Ed. 
Leslie Poe, Adm. Asst. Rel. Ed. 
Diane Yendrey, Dir. of Music 
Kimball Carpentier, Organist 
Bill Lynch, Pavilion Manager 
Brenda Evans, Secretary 
Diane Lynch, Secretary 
Susan Jamison, Sodality 
Steve Corbeille, Holy Name 
Dave Horton, Knights of Columbus

Daily Mass: Monday - Friday: 9am 
Sunday Mass: Saturday Vigil 5pm, Sunday: 8, 9:30, 11am 

First Friday: Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, 9:30am to Noon 
First Saturday: Rosary & Our Lady of Fatima Devotions, follow 9am Mass 

Confession: Saturday at 4:00 pm and by request 
Baptism: by appointment 

Weddings: by appointment at least 6 months after initial contact 
Rel. Ed.: Wednesdays Fall to Spring: K-5, 4-5:15pm; 6-8, 7:30-8:30pm  

H. S. Youth Group  Wednesdays 7 - 8:30pm 
School: Mary of Nazareth in Darnestown, grades PreK-8 

Chicken Dinner & Jousting: Saturday, July  29 

Dear Parishioners, 

  When I was in college we celebrated an Ascension Thursday  liturgy that 
culminated in a fantastic light show on the ceiling. At first it was subtle, and then as 
vocal music yielded to instrumental, we all began to notice the intertwining, dancing 
lights above our heads. It must have lasted almost a minute when suddenly a voice 
boomed out, “Why are you standing there looking up? Go tell the world what you 
have seen!” It was a fabulous “gotcha” moment — and the message stayed with us. 
Getting down to the mission is surely part of the message here; the scene reminds 
us of the transfiguration when Jesus told Peter that they didn’t have time to camp 
out on the mountain, there was work to do and much to learn. Nevertheless, we 
could imagine an alternative scene at the end of the Ascension story. What if one or 
two of the disciples had the nerve to answer back when the angels spoke? (We can 
tell by their outfits that they were both angels.) Speaking back is not out of the 
question. After all, at the very beginning of the Gospel of Luke, Mary questioned an 
angel — as did Zachariah with less positive results.  

(continues on page 2) 

We welcome you to our historic parish family. 

Since 1741 believers such as yourself have built a spirit-

filled, Catholic faith community here in Barnesville. 

We are privileged to have you join us in our mission to 

share God’s blessings. 



(continued form page 1) 
A Peter or Martha might have said, “He told us it’s not yet time! We’re 

supposed to stick around for whatever’s coming next.” Others might have 
gotten the courage to chime in: “Why are we looking up? Because we don’t 
know what’s about to happen!”  “Where else are we supposed to look? We 
need to see beyond this spot where our feet are sinking in the mud of fear and 
confusion. All around us we see nothing but signs of all that went wrong in the 
past few weeks.”  

If there were anyone on the side of the angels, it might have been Mary 
Magdalene. Having understood that she couldn’t cling to Jesus, she could have 
encouraged the rest: “Come on guys, I know you can’t just take it from me, but 
he said he would remain with us ... Don’t you get it? This is just like when Elijah 
went off in the fiery chariot ... he left Elisha with a double dose of his spirit. So, 
for once, let’s try doing what he told us!”  

While that’s imaginary, Luke’s story does portray the tension between looking 
heavenward and getting down to earth. Thinking about it, we can well imagine 
how unprepared those disciples must have felt for their mission.  

The Letter to the Ephesians offers a description of the gifts the disciples 
needed to move forward. In today’s selection from that letter we hear the prayer 
“May the God of our Lord ... give you a Spirit of wisdom and revelation resulting 
in knowledge of him. May the eyes of your hearts be enlightened that you may 
know the hope that belongs to his call ... the surpassing greatness of his power 
for us who believe.” What a prayer for semi-willing, mostly confused disciples!  

That prayer begins by grounding us in our faith, reminding us that the will of 
God the Father, “our Lord,” and the Spirit is always for our good. When it asks 
for a “Spirit of wisdom and revelation,” it opens us to the Spirit that gives us the 
ability to read the signs of the times, to recognize how God is luring us forward 
through the people and events of our days. To pray that “the eyes of our hearts 
be enlightened” pleads for a God-sized vision, for hope that will go further than 
all our imaginations put together.  

We can celebrate the Ascension as an invitation to imagination that leads us 
to ask for such a blessing. We are invited to stand with the disciples who heard 
the promise, who knew they wouldn’t see Jesus anymore but who were still 
charged with carrying on his mission. Like them, we must face the very real 
dispiriting events of our times, the circumstances that cannot and should not be 
ignored. We may share their desire to simply stand, looking heavenward for a 
solution, but we will also hear angels or prophets who remind us that prayer is 
only one part of the equation.  

If we have the audacity and courage to pray for the blessings of wisdom, 
revelation, knowledge of God, enlightened hearts and Christian hope, we will 
be impelled to action. The really good news is that Christ has promised that as 
we go to the ends of the earth, he will be with us until the end of the ages.  

     Fr. Kevin 

 

Please consider attending the seminar on Human Trafficking this Thursday 
evening in the Fr. Reid Pavilion. This is a very real threat right here on our own 

communities. See more information on page 3. 

Please Pray For…   Frank & Louise Aus-
tin, Christopher Barlow, 
Lori Bauer, Robert Baum-
ler, Sally Benson, Pattie 
Bittner, Jim Bowie, J.P. 
Buckley, Reese Burdette, 
Linda Burke, Ada Candor,  
Brian Carnahan, Gloria 

Carrico, Donna Cartwright, John Curry, 
A. D’Amore, Dana DeLauter, Kevin Dor-
sey, Bro. Edwin Dupre, Gary Evans, 
Harry Ganjian, Martha Anne Gehring, 
Kate Gowans, Marie Horton, Doris 
Jeffers, Michael Kelley, Jeffrey Krohn, 
Jr.,  John Kutzi, Jim Lambert, Bernice 
Lewandowski, David Liska Sr., Mary 
White Lok, Colleen Loss, Harriet Ma-
gaha, Joy McIntyre, Gary Mann, Gaile 
McBride,  Bea Nastacio, Dennis O’Fal-
lan, Joseph Parascondola, Mary Whelan 
Porter, Stephen Preffitt, Lauren Prete, 
Brooke Randle, Rex Reed, Susan Reid, 
Elizabeth Renninger, Everly Reed Rice, 
Andrea Rivas, Salvatore Romano,  
Lucille Schultz, Teresa Silverman, Jim 
Slagle, Nancy Slattery, Angela Smith, 
Mary Lou Smith, Jerry Stafford, Dolores 
Suit, Mike Sutherland,  David Thomas, 
Jean Trotter, Trevor Tu, Rich Volpe, Dar-
lene Watson, Wilbur Watkins, Gertrude 
White, Andrea Williams, Donald Williams, 
Michael Yin, Michael Zahn. 

Please Pray for Our Military Family & 
Friends…  Michael Breslin, Alex & Max-
well Chmelik, Dennis Davio,  Chase 
Garrett, David Gilliam, Erich Lloyd, John 
Marion, Joshua & Noah Miller, Brian 
Nazarian, Elvin Rivera, Mark Russell, 
Kyle Twitchell, Chris Watkins, Michael 
Weigand. 

WEEK-at-a-GLANCE                    
Mon., 29  10 am - Mass                                           
   Office Closed 

Tue., 30    9 am - Exercise Class                                                                                           

 Thu., 1 9 am - Exercise Class 

 7 pm - Human Trafficking 
Presentation 

 7:30 pm - Choir 

Fri., 2 11 am - Noon - Holy Hour for 
Vocations 

 6 pm - Wedding Rehearsal 

Sat., 3 2:30 pm - Wedding 

 4 pm - Confession 

 5 pm - Mass 



Flame of Love Rosary Join us on 
Monday evenings at 7:30 pm in the 
church and pray the Flame of Love 
Rosary and Chaplet and help usher in 
the triumph of Mary’s Immaculate 
Heart.  Our Lady of Fatima promised 
that after a period of sin and suffering 
her Immaculate Heart would triumph. 
In the 1960s our Lady and our Lord 
gave special messages to Elizabeth 
Kindelmann of Hungary to start a spe-
cial devotion to usher in that triumph.  
These messages have been ap-
proved by a litany of bishops and are 
spreading around the world. 

 

Human Trafficking is a very real 
occurrence in our world and our com-
munity. It happens right next door in 
Gaithersburg and Frederick. Both the 
Bishops and the Pope have asked the 
faithful to become aware of this mod-
ern day slavery, which includes sex-
trafficking and enslaved laborers.  
Immigrants and migrants are espe-
cially vulnerable to being exploited, 
but poverty around the world and in 
our own backyards is a huge contrib-
uting factor.  Come to an informational 
talk given by Dee Martin on Thursday, 
June 1, from 7 - 9 pm in the Fr. Reid 
Pavilion. Due to the content of the talk 
only teens and older should attend. 
The talk is free but a good will offering 
will be accepted to cover speaker’s 
expenses, remaining funds will go to 
organizations that help rescue these 
victims. For more information contact 
La u ra  B r es l i n  a t  R o zo f t ra -
lee@aol.com. 

 

Memorial Day 
Mass is tomor-
row, May 29 at 10 
am.  Plan on join-
ing us for this spe-
cial Mass of re-
membrance for all 

our brave men and women. Any pa-
rishioner who is currently serving or 
retired from service in our military, 
who would like to volunteer to assist, 
please call Fr. Kevin. 

WORSHIP 
 
 
 

The eleven disciples 
went to Galilee, to the 

mountain to which Jesus 
had ordered them.”  

 
 

- Matthew 28:16 
 
 

Mass Intentions 
Sat., 27    5 pm - Sodalists 
Sun., 28 8 am - Barbara O’Keefe                      
 9:30 am - Parishioners 
 11 am - Pat Quinn 

Mon., 29 10 am -  Fallen Soldiers                
Tue., 30 9 am - Arkadiy Reznlkor                                  
Wed., 31 9 am - Lloyd & Louise Jones                
Thu.,1 9 am - Eucharistic Service 
Fri., 2 9 am - Vocations                                     
Sat., 3 9 am - Gertrude White (L) 

 

Scripture Readings for the  

Week of May 29 

Mon., May 29 Acts 19:1-8; Jn 16:19-33 
 Memorial Day 

Tues., May 30 Acts 20:17-27; Jn 17:1-11a  

Wed., May 31 Zep 3:14-18a; Lk 1:39-56      
 Visitation of Mary 

Thurs., June 1 Act 22:30;23:6-11;Jn17:20-26 
 Justin, martyr  

Fri., June 2 Acts 25:13b-21; Jn 21:15-19  

Sat., June 3 Acts 28:16-31; Jn 21:20-25   
 Charles Lwanga and companions, 

Spring Cleaning? White Ele-
phant time is upon us.  The Chicken 
Dinner will be here before we know it.  
Please place your slightly used items 
in the center under the open pavilion.  
Please donate items that you would 
want to buy if you needed them. We 
always need decent donations. No 
clothing, or electronics please. 
 

Sodality Scholarship Winners!! 

Winner – Alassandra Checchia  $450. 

Runners-Up include: 

John Sanchez 

Lauren Weigand 

William Chmelik 

Allison Jones 

Sam Chmelik 

Anna Chmelik 

Lauren Souder 

All received $150. Winners have 
been notified by email and will re-
ceive their rewards around August 1, 
2017. 

The Sodality’s ability to provide schol-
arships each year is funded through 
jewelry and craft sales and donations. 
If you would like to donate to the So-
dality Scholarship Fund, please con-
tact  Adair Leach at  asten-
gard@me.com. 
 

Holy Hour for Vocations Join us 
this Friday morning, June 2 as we 
offer 9 am mass for vocations to the 
priesthood and religious life. Then at 
11 am we will have a holy hour to 
pray for the men about to be ordained 
to the priesthood for the Archdiocese 
of Washington. 

 

Paint Night Plan on coming to a 
‘paint night’ on June 24 at 7 pm to 
benefit Haiti.  There will be wine, 
soda, cheese, crackers and cookies. 
The price is $50 per person. Maxi-
mum capacity is 15. Come learn to 
paint with Karen Kouneski. Profits 
shared by our Haiti Ministry and 
Karen. 

Novena to the Holy Spirit This is the 
most ancient scriptural based Novena in 
the Catholic church. This Novena is 
prayed for the 9 days leading up to Pen-
tecost. Copies of the Novena prayers are 
in the church vestibule today. Please feel 
free to take one home for your prayer. 

 

Vacation Bible School  Sign up now. 
Forms are in the vestibule for our annual 
summer program of faith and fun from 
July 10 - 14th. This year’s theme is 
“God’s Super Heros!” 


