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November 19, 2017  
33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 
Rev. Kevin P. O’Reilly, Pastor 
David Cahoon, Deacon 
Elizabeth Smith, Dir. of Rel. Ed. 
Leslie Poe, Adm. Asst. Rel. Ed. 
Diane Yendrey, Dir. of Music 
Kimball Carpentier, Organist 
Bill Lynch, Pavilion Manager 
Brenda Evans, Secretary 
Diane Lynch, Secretary 
Becky Chmelik, Sodality 
Steve Corbeille, Holy Name 
Steve Waechter, Knights of Columbus  

Daily Mass: Monday - Friday: 9am 
Sunday Mass: Saturday Vigil 5pm, Sunday: 8, 9:30, 11am 

First Friday: Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, 9:30am to Noon 
First Saturday: Rosary & Our Lady of Fatima Devotions, follow 9am Mass 

Confession: Saturday at 4:15 pm and by request 
Baptism: by appointment 

Wedding: by appointment at least 6 months after initial contact 
Rel. Ed.: Wednesdays Fall to Spring: K-5, 4-5:15pm; 6-8, 7:30-8:30pm  

H. S. Youth Group  Wednesdays 7 - 8:30pm 
School: Mary of Nazareth in Darnestown, grades PreK-8 

 

Join us as we open Thanksgiving Day with Mass at 10:00am.  There will be beautiful music as 
we meet at our Lord’s table to celebrate the great meal of Thanksgiving. Come as we pray too for our 
country and for peace in our world.  We will take up an offering to assist with our Thanksgiving and 
Christmas food and gift baskets for needy families in our community. 

 
 

Food Drive We always welcome donations of non-perishable food items for WUMCO.  As we reach the 
holiday season we ask for your help to provide food baskets to local needy families. We are pledged to 
feed 20 local families for Thanksgiving and Christmas. Please leave donations in the entranceway of 
church. Monetary offerings to defray the cost of the turkeys are welcome also. Place them in an envelope 
marked ‘food baskets’ and drop them in the collection basket. 

 

Holiday Cookie Sale Come to St. Mary’s annual sale! It is coming on Sunday, December 3rd. The Sodal-
ity will be offering homemade holiday cookies. You can help out by baking a batch of your favorite holiday 
cookies for the sale, and by buying from a variety of cookies.  Cookies can be brought to the Fr. Reid Pavil-
ion on Sunday, December 3rd or to the parish house on Saturday, December 2nd. Please specify the type of 
cookies and whether or not they contain nuts.  

We welcome you to our historic parish family. 

Since 1741 believers such as yourself have built a spirit-

filled, Catholic faith community here in Barnesville. 

We are privileged to have you join us in our mission to 

share God’s blessings. 



Dear Parishioners, 
 
    I remember asking my high school theology class to reflect on their personal 
image of God. Their initial descriptions of God are fairly typical and obviously 
scriptural: father, shepherd, dove, Jesus. But they also list several images from 
culture; the two most popular are an old man with a white beard sitting on a 
cloud and, of course, Morgan Freeman. The exercise gets a bit more 
interesting when I challenged my students to figure out how their dominant 
image of God was formed. Often, the image is literally just that — an image, 
usually in the form of a painting hanging in a grandparent’s home. The students 
were surprised when we perused the vast scriptural images of God. Pointing 
out examples of a feminine image of God really blows their minds. They began 
to make a connection between their personal understanding of God and how 

they, in turn, respond. 

    Today’s Gospel is a familiar one. We have a traveling master who entrusts 
his possessions to servants. Two clever servants use the original sum to make 
more money for their master. The third one did not fare so well; he made the ill-
advised decision to bury the one talent given to him. A seemingly obvious 
question can be directed toward the third servant, “What were you thinking?” 
The servant himself answers the question: “Master, I knew you were a 
demanding person, harvesting where you did not plant and gathering where 
you did not scatter; so out of fear, I went off and buried your talent in the 

ground.” 

    We have a clear contrast in the Scriptures today between a group of hard-
working and God-fearing people and the lone slacker. The readings are pretty 
straightforward about the blessings granted and taken away from each. What is 
the motivation for those that do the work and for the servant who does not? In 
Proverbs and Psalm 128, we are told that the motivation is “fear of the Lord.” 
Paul tells us that it is an anticipation of the “day of the Lord” that is sure to 
come when least expected. Each person who labors is assured a reward. The 
worthy wife is praised at the city gates, the psalmist promises fruit in the form of 
family, and Matthew’s servants are heaped with hefty praise and greater 
responsibilities. It is only the parable’s third servant who is left with nothing. He 
was not rewarded because he did not do the work required. In fact, he was 
chastised and stripped of the little he did have. But how did the servant miss 

the mark by so much? Are we not told that he also “feared” his master? 

    The servant’s failure to fully understand who his master is and what is most 
important to him leads the servant to think that burying his treasure is the 
correct course of action. His misconception of what the master demanded 
caused the servant to act out of fear, a fear so deep he was afraid to even try 

and do the work expected. 

    We, like all the people in today’s readings, are called to work with the talents 
our master has given us. This requires us to look at our image of God. Do we 
have a “fear of God,” meaning awe that inspires a desire to double God’s 
treasures? Or is it a fear and misunderstanding of a punishing God that causes 
us to doubt our own abilities? What image of God, be it a good shepherd or 
even Morgan Freeman, can we carry forward that will help us discover and use 
the gifts we are given so we, too, can hear our master’s voice saying: “Well 
done, good and faithful servant!”       

     

Please Pray For…   Frank 

& Louise Austin, Christopher 
Barlow, Lori Bauer, Robert 
Baumler, Sally Benson,  
Pattie Bittner, Pete Bruner, 
John  Buckley, Reese 
Burdette, Linda Burke, Mad-

die Cabatic, Ada Candor,  Brian 
Carnahan, Gloria Carrico, Donna Cart-
wright, Dot Crawford, John Curry, A. & V. 
D’Amore, Nancy Daughtry, Dana DeLau-
ter, Kevin Dorsey, Bro. Edwin Dupre, 
Gary Evans,  Martha Anne Gehring, Kate 
Gowans, Mary Lillian Hewitt, Marie Hor-
ton, Doris Jeffers, Steve Jones, Michael 
Kelley, Jeffrey Krohn, Jr.,  John Kutzi, 
Jim Lambert, Bernice Lewandowski, 
David Liska Sr., Mary White Lok, Colleen 
Loss, Carolann Mannix, Joy McIntyre, 
Gary Mann, Gaile McBride,  Bea 
Nastacio, Dennis O’Fallan, Joseph 
Parascondola, Mary Whelan Porter, 
Stephen Preffitt, Lauren Prete, Trevor 
Pu, Brooke Randle, Rex Reed, Susan 
Reid, Elizabeth Renninger, Everly Reed 
Rice, Andrea Rivas, Salvatore Romano,  
Misty Runyon, Mary Kate Schneider, 
Lucille Schultz, Teresa Silverman, Jim 
Slagle, Nancy Slattery, Angela Smith, 
Mary Lou Smith, Kyra Sosna, Jerry Staf-
ford, Hai Tran, Jean Trotter, Mary Kate 
Truesdale, Rich Volpe, Darlene Watson, 
Wilbur Watkins, Harold Watson, Gertrude 
White, Donald Williams, Michael Yin, 
Michael Zahn. 

Please Pray for Our Military Family & 
Friends…  Michael Breslin, Alex & Max-
well Chmelik, Lucas Conway, Dennis 
Davio,  Chase Garrett, David Gilliam, 
Erich Lloyd,  Joshua & Noah Miller, Brian 
Nazarian, Elvin Rivera, Mark Russell, 
Kyle Twitchell, Michael Weigand. 

WEEK-at-a-GLANCE               
 

Sun., 19 Noon - Haiti Committee  

Tue., 21 9 am - Exercise                                                                                         

Wed.,22   No Religious Education                                      

Thu., 23 10 am  - Thanksgiving Mass 

Fri., 24 Office Closed 

Sat. 25 1 pm - Baptism                       
4:15 pm - Confession              
5 pm - Mass                                                             



Rosary Repair Jim Bowie, a parish-
ioner, repairs rosaries. If you have 
one in need of repair, place it in an 
envelope with your name and contact 
information and leave it in the con-
tainer in the church vestibule. He will 
contact you when repairs are com-
pleted.  

 

Prayer hotline If 
you or someone you 
know is in need of 
prayer, our parish 
has a text prayer 
group sponsored by 
the Sodality. Please 

text your prayer needs to Susan at 
301-525-1555 for inclusion. If you 
would like to join the text prayer 
group, please let Susan know. 

 

Parish Office will be closed from 
Noon on November 22 until 9am No-
vember 27. 

 

Altar Server Train-
ing  Any young person, 
grades 3 and up is in-
vited to come and ex-
plore how to serve God 

and our Priests at the Altar.  Classes 
begin soon.  Please call Fr. Kevin or 
Deacon Dave to volunteer to become 
an acolyte. 
 

Thanksgiving Prayer Dear God, 
As we face these uncertain times in 
our nation, we ask you, Lord, to dwell 
among us. We are comforted by the 
knowledge that You alone are our 
Savior and Lord, and the ultimate Mas-
ter of life. We trust our nation to Your 
loving care, Lord. Send Your Spirit to 
touch the hearts of our nation’s lead-
ers. Give them the wisdom to know 
what is right, and the courage to do it. 
Give us Your light and Your truth to 
guide us in our ways so that we may 
seek Your will in our lives and impact 
the world around us for Your Kingdom. 
In Jesus' Name we pray. 

WORSHIP 
 

“’Since you were faith-
ful in small matters, I 

will give you great  
responsibilities.’”  

 
 

 - Matthew 25:21 
 
 

Mass Intentions 
Sat.,  18  5 pm - Deceased Knights 
Sun., 19 8 am - Deborah Kennedy 
                 9:30 am - Parishioners                      
 11 am - Betty Martin 
Mon., 20 9 am - Justin Rosner (L)            
Tue., 21 9 am - Elizabeth Tralka                                                       
Wed., 22 9 am - Joseph Prieshorn 
Thu., 23 10am - In Thanksgiving 
Fri., 24 9 am - Eucharistic Service                     
 
 

Scripture Readings for the  

Week of November 20 

Mon, Nov. 20  1 Mc 1:10-63; Lk 18:35-43  

Tues, Nov. 21 2 Mc 6:18-31; Lk 19:1-10       
 The Presentation of Mary 

Wed, Nov. 22  2 Mc 7:1, 20-31; Lk 19:11-28                 
 St. Cecelia, Virgin, Martyr  

Thurs, Nov. 23  Sir 50:22-24; 1 Cor 1:3-9; 
 Lk 17:11-19  

 Thanksgiving 

Fri, Nov. 24  1 Mc 4:36-37, 52-59; Lk 19:45-48               
 Andrew Dung-lac & Companions 

Sat, Nov. 25  1 Mc 6:1-13; Lk 20: 27-40                   
 Catherine of Alexandria, Virgin, Martyr 

 

The Haiti Committee meets to-
day, Sunday, November 19 in the 
Rectory at Noon. 
 

Odd Fellows Dinner The Pooles-
ville lodge No. 97 is having its annual 
dinner for seniors, widows, widowers 
and orphans on December 2 from 
12:30 - 3:30 at Memorial UMC fellow-
ship hall. Please RSVP by November 
24 to Richard Norwood 301-943-6845 
or Spencer Schmidt 301-349-2057. 

 

Lector Workbooks  are in the sac-
risty for all lectors. Please pick one up 
after Mass today. A new cycle of 
readings begins in 2 weeks. 

 

Dresses for Haiti Please donate 
your beautiful evening dresses and 
bridal gowns to help our twin parish in 
Carcasse. Tax exempt. Email 
Susanfo@msn.com. Find us on 
Facebook: Brides for Haiti. 

 

St. John’s Prep will be administer-
ing the High School Placement test 
for current 8th grade students in pub-
lic school on Saturday, December 
2nd. Preregistration is required for 
this test. Please visit  stsusers.com/
s t s u s e r s / r e g i s t r a t i o n / s t a t i c /
baltimore.php by November 30th to 
register. Doors open at 8:30 am, the 
test is at 9 am on Dec. 2 and costs 
$40. Any student currently in a dioce-
san school is not required to take this 
test. They take the test in their middle 
school. 

Ushers Wanted for 5:00 pm Mass on 
Saturday. This mass is in need of at least 
2 ushers who can cover one or two 
masses per month on a regular basis. 
Training will be provided. Please contact 
Roger Hayden, 301-325-4606 or 
rah22222@netscape.net. 

 

 

Congratulations to 

John Thomas Myers, 

child of  

Michael Patrick Myers 

and 

Heather McMahon Bonifant Myers 

Welcomed in Baptism 


